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E7 BA A7 E9 98 85 E8 83 647194.htm Areas surrounding
Japans crippled Fukushima nuclear plant could remain
uninhabitable for decades due to high radiation, the government
warned on Saturday as it struggles to clean up after the worlds worst
nuclear disaster since Chernobyl. 0 O OO0 O OO0 000000
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DO00000000000000 Japan faces the daunting task
of decontaminating large areas of land around the Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear complex, which is still leaking low levels of radiation
nearly six months after an earthquake and tsunami triggered a
nuclearmeltdown. 0 0D 0 0D 00000000000 OO00OMO
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Do00doodoooododdod Inameeting with local
officials on Saturday, the government estimated it could take more
than 20 years before residents could safely return to areas with
current radiation readings of 200 millisieverts per year, and a decade
for areas at 100 millisieverts per year. The estimates, which merely
confirm what many experts have been saying for months, are based
on the natural decline of radiation over time and do not account for
the impact of decontamination steps such as removing affected soil.
An vast area is still uninhabitable around the Chernobyl plant 25
yearsafterthatdisaster. 1 D 0 0 00000000 O0O0OOO
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OO0000000O The Japanese government unveiled guidelines
last week with the aim of halving radiation in problem areas in two
years, but for spots with very high readings it could take much longer
toreachsafelevels. D D OO0 OO0 UOO0OO0OOOOOO
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OO0000o00o00on Japan has banned people from entering
within 20 km (12 miles) of the Fukushima plant, located 240 km
northeast of Tokyo. Around 80,000 people have been evacuated
since the March 11 quake and tsunami and many are living in
sheltersortemporaryhomes. D J O D OO0 OO oOdon
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OO0000000000 The governments announcement
follows the release of data last week showing radiation readings in 35
spots in the evacuation zone above the 20 millisieverts per year level
deemed safe by the government. The highest reading was 508
millisieverts in the town of Okuma, about 3 km from the nuclear
pant. D000 0000000000000 0000000
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05080 0000000000300 0 Kan,who resigned on



Friday as leader of the ruling Democratic Party of Japan amid intense
criticism of his handling of the nuclear crisis, also told Sato that the
government planned to build a temporary storage facility in
Fukushima for radioactivewaste. 1 OO0 OO0 0000000
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[0 O O The accident at the Fukushima plant is likely to have released
about 15 percent of the radiation released at Chernobyl in 1986,
Japans Nuclear and Industrial Safety Agency has estimated. But that
Is still more than seven times the amount of radiation produced by
Three Mile Island accident in the United States in 1979, and experts
have estimated Japans decontamination efforts could cost as much as
10 trillionyen ($130billion). O D 0 OO OO OO OO OOOO
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OO O0000O crippled: disabled in the feet or legstd O [ [ [
daunting: causing fear or discouragement. intimidating] [ [J [0 [
OO0000000O decontaminatel] to eliminate contamination in
OO00000000 complex: awhole made up of
Interconnected or related partst] U 0O O O 0O O O O reading: a
measurement indicated by a gauge, dial, scientific instrument, etc.[]
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